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and for all, "brought suit against the editor for libeL The
suit was tried in May 1913, when Roosevelt attended with
a large number of witnesses and so completely refuted the
charges that at the conclusion of the testimony the editor
withdrew them, stating that he had been unable to find any
witnesses to give evidence in support of them, and admitting
that in making the charges he had been mistaken. "When
the editor had concluded his retraction Colonel Roosevelt
asked the court for permission to make a statement, and
when it had been granted he said:

"Your Honor, in view of the statement of the defendant,
I ask the Court to instruct the jury that I desire only
nominal damages.

"I did not go into this suit for money. I did not go into
it for any vindictive purpose. I went into it, and, as the
Court has said, I made my reputation an issue, because
I wished, once for all during my lifetime, thoroughly and
comprehensively to deal with these slanders, so that never
again will it be possible for any man, in good faith, to
repeat them. I have achieved my purpose, and I am
content."

Boosevelt's final and, so far as his correspondence shows,
only appeal that he made to his successor before leaving
office was in the following letter to Mr. Taft on March 3,
1909, in behalf of his beloved navy:

'' One closing legacy. Under no circumstances divide the
battleship fleet between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
prior to the finishing of the Panama Canal. Malevolent
enemies of the navy will try to lead public opinion in a
matter like this without regard to the dreadful harm they
may do the country; and good, entirely ignorant, men may
be thus misled. I should obey no direction of Congress and
pay heed to no popular sentiment, no matter how strong,
if it went wrong in such a vital matter as this. When I
sent the fleet around the world there was a wild clamor
that some of it should be sent to the Pacific, and equally
wild clamor that some of it should be left in the Atlantic.